1.         Data collection methods for the study of getting tough of corporate crime was done in what appears to be a random digital dialing procedure.  It analyzed data collected between July 11-15, 2002.  Random calls were made to households with telephones within the contiguous 48 states and when answered, the person surveyed was the adult that was present in the home that just celebrated the most recent birthday.  Although this seems to be random enough to show validity, it could be argued that a certain demographics or members of a poor socio-economic class could be more prone to being left out, or under represented because they were more likely not to have a phone or may be more prone to not be home due to shift work that is often common with lower paying jobs.

2.         Multistage cluster sampling is used when it is impractical or near impossible to compile an exhaustive list of what you are trying to study.  Our reading uses an example of trying to determine how many police officers there are in the United States.  Another example could be trying to determine how many people in the Unites States have a Master’s Degree.  It is a rather large number and impossible to poll every single person.  Through multistage cluster sampling, researchers could establish a sample number and compare it to the total population to create a valid estimate of what they are looking for.

3.         Some researchers use snowball sampling commonly in studies that conduct qualitative analysis.  It is often used when studying criminals because they have to use this method to be referred to someone else that has committed the type offenses they are looking for.  This type sampling has pros and cons.  The subjects they would want to interview can easily be identified through arrest records, but these subjects also can suffer from bias depending on the circumstances.  A perceived bias could also be the unreliable state of these types of subjects.  They are most likely not the most honest people and criminals tend to expand or embellish on their criminal acts to make it appear that they are more highly advanced in their trade than they actually are.  Although not the best method, it could be a justifiable practice in certain situations as explained above due to no other viable means being an option.
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Question 1:

     The study sample discussed in "Public Support for Getting Tough on Corporate Crime" conducted by means of a telephonic survey of randomly selected numbers over an approximately five day period in July, 2002 (7/11-7/15 to be precise). Of these telephone calls, researchers spoke with and catalogued the responses of approximately 1512 individuals who were over the age of eighteen and who were the most recent person in the household to have a birthday. 
    This appears to be a fairly wide-reaching survey that is likely to be reasonably representative of the United States population at the time. Although it is true that, compared to the current population of the United States (330 Million), 1500 is a relatively small number, the researchers endeavered to place their calls randomly, and to randomly select a specific adult in the household (instead of seeking, i.e., the "breadwinner," the "wife" or something else that would cause the study to be much less random). In addition, the researchers attempted to make their study more representative by lining it up against US Census Bureau information in order to ensure that it was truly a cross-section of America at that time.
Question 2:
     Multistage sampling can, in the right circumstances, achieve the most representative research sample. According to Wilcox, clustering subjects in manageably-sized samples can make the research less daunting and can lead to more representative results (Wilcox, 2009). When a sizeable research subject is selected, this subject can be broken down into more manageable clusters, which then can be subdivided at each stage; for example, if researchers wanted to study prisons, they can utilize multistage sampling to identify smaller clusters of prisoners within a prison; within those clusters, they can further sample prisoners based upon offense category, length of sentence, etc

Question 3:
     Snowball sampling is a research recruitment technique in which participants are asked to identify other potential subjects. Although possibly undesireable, this is necessary when the subject matter or participant is unusual or difficult to obtain access to by the researcher. It may be useful - indeed, it may be the only way - for a researcher to gain access to a population or research target that has privacy concerns or is otherwise reclusive. For example, if a researcher wanted to study sex offenders but needed a larger sample, she or he might ask a previously-identified research subject to recruit other offenders for the purpose of the study, possibly providing the researcher to access that she or he would never have had before. This is not necessarily an illigetimate practice, but it does potentially introduce wildcard factors into the research, such as the concern that recruited particpants are not truly representative of the desired sample population (i.e., they may be more or less "extreme" than desired by the researcher). Similarly, a recruited participant may have ulterior motives that may be difficult for the researcher to identify and eliminate.
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